FAQ’s concerning the Spring 09’ season
The spring soccer season of 2009 has been highly affected by the dynamic weather we’ve experienced in the KC Metro area.  Like every other club, Shawnee Soccer Club had a reasonable amount of flex built into the fields/activities planned for the session, however this season, the flex for weather impact was rapidly depleted.  The club has already taken several extraordinary steps, such as the logistical undertaking of weeknight games and extending weekend play, in an effort to maximize the enjoyment of soccer by the kids.  At this date, the flex has been practically exhausted.   

In the perfect world, all weekends during our soccer seasons would be a wonderful 75 degrees with sun and a slight breeze.  We live in Kansas and unfortunately, weather changes by the day and sometimes, hour.

The extremely wet spring weather this season has prompted the following questions from some club members:
Fees questions-

· I would like to know where the extra money will be going since the refs/field marshals/ rental fees… will not have to be paid

· Well if the SSC does not give out refunds, then where does the money go

· Are there going to be any registration fees refunded for this season?

· Will the fall fees be reduced for those players that lost out on a game

Shawnee Soccer Club is a non-profit organization whose focus is on providing cost effective and enjoyable opportunities in learning and playing soccer “For the Kids”. We currently provide this experience for just over 3,000 kids.  The club costs incur minimal fluctuation based on the number of games scheduled and/or rescheduled.  Less than $2 per child per game goes to actual game expenses.  The money we collect through registration fees goes to field rental, admin costs (club admin, texting, web-hosting, office rental), equipment costs (balls, cones, flags, whistles, coaches’ polo’s, ball pumps, ball bags, goalie jerseys, goalie gloves, replacement nets, and periodically goals themselves, etc.), medal/trophy costs, referee scheduling & payment costs, Field Marshal scheduling & payment costs, field lining costs, player insurance, coaches and volunteer background checks, state association dues, as well as the Certified Challenger Trainer program which we provide to club members at no additional charge.  These items still cost the club when we have to cancel games.  
No registration fees will be refunded for missed games based on the explanation above.  

No fall fees will be reduced.  Just as many of the other clubs in Kansas, we structure for a 6 to 8 wk. season (depending on age), but do not have a money back guarantee.  There are just too many things out of our control.  We do our best to get everyone’s games on the schedule.  Many clubs will only reschedule two games.  SSC will reschedule until we run out of space/time to do so.  
Fields questions-

· Who is the person(s) responsible for deciding the conditions of the fields?  Is it SSC or the city of Shawnee?

· Who determines and when is it determined that a game cannot be played due to field conditions? 

· If only some of them, why couldn’t those fields not soaked be played on? 

Shawnee Soccer Club rents the fields from the City of Shawnee.  Although a SSC representative goes out and walks the fields as well, the City has the final decision power.  The fields are walked prior to the game times and a decision is made at that time.  Please note; standing water is defined not by whether you can see the water from the parking lot, but when you stand on the field if the ground is saturated and the water is “standing” above the root system.  Playing on a field in that condition will kill the grass and the roots and put the field out of play for at least a season and more likely two.  
Whenever it is possible, we will play on any field deemed playable by the City.  There have been many fields that have been “rested” while others are played on.  This generally effects very few, so it isn’t always recognized.   
· Is the league looking at starting seasons earlier in the future to give more time for rescheduling weekends? 

Shawnee Soccer Club cannot rent the fields from the city consistently any earlier.  SSC looked into this a couple of seasons ago when we had a similar start.  Also, the weather in late Feb. & early March is just as unpredictable, and SSC would wind up cancelling due to cold temperatures and snow.  For example, just this season, March 28th & 29th were cancelled due to standing water on the field.  If you will recall, it was actually snow.  SSC has polled coaches to see if they would like to go later into the summer and the results were overwhelmingly, “no”.  There are too many involved in other sports and gone on vacation. 

This spring season alone, we’ve had 10 game days of soccer cancelled due directly to weather or field conditions due to weather.    There were a total of 16 game days to begin with.  There were upwards of 1,000 games rescheduled!  ONE person is responsible for this huge amount of work, and the Board is eternally thankful for such a volunteer effort by one of its members!!  Shawnee Soccer Club has done our best to reschedule all the games we could with the field and time restraints we have; extending all Saturdays and Sundays and even scheduling as many games as we could during the week.  We’ve simply run out of time…
Please consider that most of us have kids that play in the club as well.   Several of us also still coach.  We want to be out there just as badly as everyone else.  We take the time to volunteer so many hours during the seasons (coaching, board meetings, committee meetings, email, division coordinating, field marshaling, refereeing, phone calls, general meetings, hanging nets, moving goals, painting fields, organizing & hosting the Kohl’s Cup, etc.) to help make sure the kids have a good experience playing soccer – the sport we are all crazy enough to be crazy about.  
Thanks to the people who asked questions.  It shows you care and are committed to the same goal the club has; enabling the kids in our community the opportunity to enjoy learning about and playing soccer.
For the Kids,
Your 2009 Shawnee Soccer Club Board
